
I find that when you ask God to choose between option A or B, He 
always goes for option C.

I was in Orlando, Florida, splitting my nights between working at an 
improvisational comedy club and doing concerts with my band. Both 
were going well. A number of people from the club were moving to 
L.A. to establish bigger careers. My band had just won a “best of the 
Florida bands” competition and was getting statewide airplay. So I 

asked the Lord, “What should I do? A) acting, or B) music?”

His answer was: C) ministry. 

So I decided to learn more about Him. I studied at Franciscan 
University of Steubenville, Ohio and graduated with an MA in 
Theology and a specialization in Catechetics. That’s where I 
met and married my beautiful wife, Jennifer. After spending 
seven years near Albany, New York doing youth ministry at 
a parish, I joined the faculty at Franciscan to teach classes 
in Scripture, evangelization, and youth ministry. 

During that time, I got involved in the Franciscan University 
Summer Conferences. That gave me national exposure 
for both speaking and music. People began to ask me to 
give talks at their parishes, then at their dioceses, and 
then at national events. I’ve shared God’s Word with 

groups as small as ten and as large as ten thousand. 
I’ve traveled throughout America and have done events in 

Canada, Europe—even Malaysia! I’ve released eight music 
CDs, published a novel, written numerous articles for various 
magazines, and have a popular blog. 

But of all the things I’ve done, what I’m most proud of are 
my seven wonderful children. My travels satisfy a burning 
desire in my heart to do ministry and also provides extra 
income that supports my family. 

Whether I’m doing a concert for young people, a workshop 
for teachers, a keynote for a national event, or a parish 
mission, the goal is always the same: share the love of God 

using every talent I’ve been blessed with. 

I’d be thrilled if my gifts can be used to help those you minister 
to fall more deeply in love with God. 

bob rice
passionate speaking • insightful writing • inspiring music



For youth and Young Adults
I speak on a variety of subjects, but the following are talks that I’ve found very effective in communicating 
God’s love to young people. 

You Are VERY Good
Main Scripture: Genesis 1
When God made the sun and moon, stars and sky, mountains and oceans, He said, “It is good.” But when he 
made you and me, he said, “It is very good.” This is a hard concept for us to grasp. Most of us would never think 
we are more beautiful than a sunset or more majestic than a mountain, yet in God’s eyes... we are. 

The Most Exciting, Dynamic, Amazing, Incredible Person Who Ever Walked the Earth.
Main Scripture: John 10:10
When you think of Jesus, what do you imagine? Some people think of Him as a peace-loving hippie. Others think 
of Him as a stern judge. But the truth is, more books have been written, images made, and songs sung about 
Jesus than anyone else in the entirety of human history. They even renamed time after Him! He is not calling 
us to live a boring life, but “life to the full.” But to experience that life, we have to get over our misconceptions of 
who we think He is.  

Greatest. Book. Ever.
Main Scripture: John 8:3-11
Move over Harry Potter, Twilight, and (insert popular book title here.) They have nothing on the Gospels. Two-
thousand years and going strong, the Bible is the #1 Best-seller in all of human history. And reading it, especially 
the Gospels, will change your life. Because this is where we discover who Jesus really is, and who He is calling 
us to be. 
The last story I tell is about the Adulterous Woman, making it a nice lead into Reconciliation.

Getting Real
Main Scripture: John 11:35
We can all fall into the trap of wearing different masks: we can be one way with our friends, another way with our 
teachers, and another way with our parents. We do this with God, too. When we come before Him, we usually 
try to act like we’re supposed to instead of acting like who we are. But Jesus wants more than good behavior at 
Church. He wants us to take off the mask and be real with Him. 
This is a nice talk to lead people into encountering Christ’s “real” presence in the Eucharist.

The End (or is it?)
Main Scripture: John 14:1-3
What happens when we die? It’s a question everyone has asked. If we’re good, do we get to live on a tropical 
island? If we’re bad, are we trapped in a room full of cookies but no milk? Thankfully, Jesus has revealed to us 
what happens after this life is over, and how to prepare for it right now. Heaven isn’t so much going to a place but 
being with a person. It’s not a vacation—it’s a wedding feast!



MUSIC
Since 1999, I have released nine CDs, had songs featured on complication CDs that have reached hundreds 
of thousands of people, and even had music chosen to be pre-packaged on MP3 players that sold over 2.5 
million units in North America. I’ve also played a lot of great concerts—including some main stage appearances 
at major Christian music festivals featuring artists such as Jars of Clay and Michael W. Smith. 

In 2005, I was asked to lead the worship band for the Steubenville Summer Conferences. These ten 
conferences over two months require the utmost versatility, from traditional Latin chants to contemporary 
praise and worship. What’s even more exciting is that I get to work with some phenomenally talented college 
students!

I’m as comfortable jumping up and down with rocking music as I am on my knees in silence before the Blessed 
Sacrament. I consider it a great gift to be able to “make a joyful noise unto the Lord” (Psalm 100:1) and invite 
people into a deeper experience of worship through music. 

If you’d like some examples of my music, please check out my web page at bob-rice.com. 



FOR parish missions/all ages
One of my favorite things to do is parish missions. The downside is, my teaching schedule doesn’t allow me to 
do many of them (two in December and one in March.) I’ve listed the talks in the order I give them when I do 
missions, but I’ve also done them individually for groups of various ages.

“In the Footsteps of the Fisher of Men”
“Into the Deep”
Main Scripture: Luke 5:1-11
When Jesus asked Simon Peter to follow him, he didn’t say, “start over.” He took a fisherman and made him a 
“fisher of men.” He transformed Simon’s natural gifts into an opportunity supernatural grace. As he called Simon, 
Jesus calls us as well. But we have to get over our fears and stereotypes of who we think he is and what we think 
we want if we are going to be true disciples of Christ. 

“Caught in the Storm”
Main Scripture: Mark 4:35-41
The storm was raging. The boat was filling up with water. Everything thing seemed lost and Jesus was... asleep!?! 
We have all, like Simon Peter, wanted to grab God by the robes and say, “Awake, Lord! Why do you sleep? Will 
you abandon us forever?” (Psalm 44:23) But some of us would let the ship sink before admitting such a thing. 

“Lord, You Know I Love You.” 
Main Scripture: John 21:15-17
Many of us have an image of our spiritual life that does not gel with reality. We can (consciously or unconsciously) 
put on a mask before God that keeps us from becoming truly intimate with Him. But Jesus loves us totally—not 
just the good, but the bad. He doesn’t need us to be fake, 
but faithful. He wants us to be as real with Him as He is 
with us. And that’s when we encounter what love really is. 

“And the Word Became Flesh”
Why did the Word become Flesh?
Main Scripture: John 3:16-17
Why would God, who controls the Universe and all that it 
contains, become a baby who couldn’t even control when 
he went to the bathroom? The answer is found in the most 
famous verse in the Bible. 

What Holiness Really Means
Main Scripture: John 14:6
We are all called to holiness. Many people define holiness 
as the absence of sin. But that is a shallow definition when 
we compare it to the grace and love of God that He poured 
out to us in His Son. The Second Person of the Trinity 
became flesh so that we might truly understand what it 
really means to be holy.

“For That Is What We Are!”
Main Scripture: 1 John 3:1
“God became man so that man could become God.” 
It sounds like heresy, but really it’s a quote from St. 
Athanasius. The Catechism refers to this when it tells us 
that the Word became flesh so that we might “partake in 
the divine nature.” What that means is that we are truly 
sons and daughters of God, and our whole identity should 
be based on that miraculous fact. 



For Youth Ministers
In my heart, I am—and will always be—a youth minister. I spent a decade as a parish youth minister, and now 
as I travel around the world I get a unique opportunity to see what works (and what doesn’t.) These sessions are 
designed to help youth ministers to be more effective in sharing God’s love with young people.  

An Organic and Comprehensive Ministry to Youth
The USCCB document, Renewing the Vision, listed eight necessary components of youth ministry: advocacy, 
catechesis, community life, evangelization, justice and service, leadership development, pastoral care, and 
prayer and worship. But rather than approaching them as eight alphabetical bullet points, they must be brought 
together to form one, living thing. This session looks at the hierarchy of those components and how they are to 
compliment each other. 

Engaging Youth Culture
“Go, therefore, to all nations…”  (Matthew 28:18)  With the Great Commission, Jesus told a bunch of Jewish men 
to spread the gospel to the ends of the earth.  The Apostles had to learn how to preach the message to different 
cultures to make it effective, and we must do the same to the culture of youth.  “What matters is to evangelize 
man’s culture and cultures (not in a purely decorative way, as it were, by applying a thin veneer, but in a vital 
way, in depth and right to their very roots).”  (Evangelii Nuntiandi 20)  This session focuses on youth culture and 
effective ways of ministering to it.

Incarnational Ministry
 “At many moments in the past and by many means, God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; but in our 
time, the final days, he has spoken to us in the person of his Son…”  (Hebrews 1:1-2)  When the Second Person 
of the Trinity became flesh and dwelt among us, everything changed. He used to speak through others, now he 
comes to us personally.  This model of “incarnational ministry” should be at the foundation of our efforts to reach 
teens.  For ministry to be effective, it has to be relational. St. John Bosco once wrote that it was important “not 
only that the (youth) be loved, but that they know they are loved.” We will talk about how to do that safely and 
effectively in the current culture.

Understanding Catechesis
 “The definitive aim of catechesis is to put people not only in touch but in communion, in intimacy, with Jesus 
Christ…” (Catechesi Tradendae 5)  The work of catechesis is not just “education”, but “intimacy with Christ”.  This 
session looks at ways to insert teens into the Deposit of Faith through Scripture and the Catechism.  “The whole 
concern of doctrine and its teaching must be directed to the love that never ends.”  (CCC 25)

Effective Catechesis
“The most effective catechetical programs for adolescents 
are integrated into a comprehensive program of pastoral 
ministry for youth…”  (NDC pg. 201)  This workshop builds 
on the previous session and looks  at the distinct features 
of adolescent catechesis as discussed by the National 
Catechetical Directory, with practical examples of how to 
utilize them in a youth ministry setting.

The Living Gospel: Catholic Social Teaching
This presentation will introduce and explain what some 
authors have called the “Church’s best kept secret”: 
the Catholic Social Tradition. Often misunderstood, the 
Church’s social teaching is not a partisan platform, an 
economic policy, or a political party, but rather an integral 
part of proclaiming and living the good news of Jesus Christ. 
The session will present the social gospel in this context 
and demonstrate how this aspect of church teaching can 
help evangelize young people in our country and in our 
church.



For Catechists
I’m blessed to be a professor of catechetics at Franciscan University of Steubenville. God’s revelation is not 
religious trivia, but an intimate sharing of God’s life with our own. Since I teach numerous semesters on this 
subject, I’m comfortable with a wide variety of topics. I’m especially excited about the use of Scripture in catechesis 
and the role catechesis plays in the work of evangelization. 

Forming A Catholic Worldview
St. Paul wrote, “Do not conform yourselves to the patters of this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind.” (Romans 12:2) What is needed is mind renewal.  Our challenge in ministry is not to just give 
information, but transformation. And the way we are most transformed is when we fall in love. Intimacy with Jesus 
Christ is the only way to foster a Catholic Worldview in those we minister to. This session looks at ways to share 
that intimacy, not as a subject to be taught, but a way in which we teach everything. 

Bringing the Culture of Life to the Culture of Death
John Paul II wrote, “We are facing an enormous and dramatic clash between good and evil, death and life, the 
‘culture of death’ and the ‘culture of life’.” (Evangelium Vitae 28) Everyone we catechize (and even ourselves!) 
are saturated with the darkness of the culture. But we need not fear—Jesus is the “light of the world!” This 
session looks at the importance of the Dignity of the Human Person, and how that teaching is the key to defeating 
the culture of death. 

As We Venerate the Body of Christ: the Role 
of Scripture in the Deposit of Faith
Truly, the two great gifts we have as catechists 
are Scripture and the Catechism. But they are 
by no means equal. The Catechism tells us, 
“the Church has always venerated Scripture 
as she venerates the Lord’s Body.” (CCC 102) 
Do our catechetical ministries model that bold 
statement?

Dynamic and Effective Catechesis
“The definitive aim of catechesis is to put people 
not only in touch but in communion, in intimacy, 
with Jesus Christ.” (Catechesi Tradendae 5)  
It’s more than “education.” Education seeks 
to impart facts; catechesis seeks in inspire 
faith. Catechesis is not about getting to know a 
subject, but a person, Jesus Christ. And to do 
so it must be Christocentric, systematic, organic, 
and kerygmatic. This session breaks down what 
that all means.

God Doesn’t Care About Your Ministry
John Paul II wrote, “There is a temptation which 
perennially besets every spiritual journey and 
pastoral work: that of thinking that the results 
depend on our ability to act and to plan... We 
must resist this temptation by trying ‘to be’ before 
trying ‘to do’. In this regard we should recall 
how Jesus reproved Martha: ‘You are anxious 
and troubled about many things; one thing is 
needful.’” (Novo Millennio Ineunte 38, 15) This 
session encourages us to keep our eyes fixed on 
that “one thing,” Jesus Christ.


